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Learning objectives
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• Understand the traditional approach to genetic consenting as well as its’ challenges
• Be aware of alternative models of genetic consenting
• Define mainstream genetic testing for pathogenic gene variants for patients with cancer

HCP=healthcare professional 

The primary purpose of this learning module is to inform and educate non-genetics HCPs on genetic 
consenting.

This module will enable HCPs to: 



What is mainstream genetic consenting vs. traditional genetic consenting?
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Traditional

Mainstream

It is practiced in person with patients travelling to a healthcare facility to meet with a genetics clinician or 
counsellor1,2

This is performed through a non-genetics team, such as oncologists, surgeons and clinical nurse specialists as 
part of their existing appointments, with support as required from a genetics service1



Advantages of mainstream consenting vs. traditional genetic consenting
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Improvement in turnaround times for genetic test results

Facilitates increased access to genetic tests

Creates closer collaboration between geneticists and non-genetics HCPs



Who can perform mainstream genetic consenting?
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• Mainstream genetic consenting may be delivered by any member of the oncology team who has 
received appropriate training to do so, including oncologists, surgeons and clinical nurse 
specialists, working together as part of the multidisciplinary team

• Use of digital content may be considered

Percival N, et al. Br J Nurs. 2016;25(12):690-694
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Summary
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• Mainstream consenting is performed through a non-genetics team, such as oncologists, surgeons 
and clinical nurse specialists as part of their existing appointments, with support as required from a 
genetics service1

• Advantages of mainstream consenting vs. traditional genetic consenting include improvements in 
turnaround times for genetic test results, increased access to genetic tests as well as closer 
collaboration between geneticists and non-genetics HCPs2


